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QUEEN MARY INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL 

RECORD OF GOVERNOR VISIT TO SCHOOL



	Date and Time of Visit: 15.5.25

	Member of Staff: Donna Neilson
Governor: Kate Melling
Area of Responsibility: Personal Development and Wellbeing

	Purpose and focus of Visit: 

· To meet the school council.
· To find out what the school is doing to promote PDW as seen through the eyes of the children.
· To see if the children can talk about what the school does to ensure that the children are safe and happy.

	Issues Discussed/Observations Made – please include details of strengths and any areas for further development:

The school council were articulate and confident and answered my questions well. It was a pleasure to chat to them. They were able to talk clearly about the events they have been involved in and the things the school has put in place to ensure that the pupils are safe and happy. 
Q1) What’s the best thing about being on school council? 
We get to look after the year 1s if the get hurt on the playground, we help people   who don’t understand what to do, we help people in school, we got to watch year 1 doing their performance. 
Q2) What kind of things have you been involved in and did the staff or children come up with the ideas?

We chose the prizes for the attendance wheel, we judge competitions and we (the school council) came up with the ideas. 
Q3) Have you made any rules for the school or your classroom? What are they?

We have made rules for the classrooms, example given – tell the truth because that shows respect to people.  

Q4) How do you get to be on school council?

We had a vote, first of all our parents had to say they agreed that we could be on the school council and then we had a vote.  Before we were a school councillor, we had to show that we were good in class and set a good example. 

Q5) How does the school council make a difference?

We help people more than the other children in school, we make sure there are good toys in the playground and help to choose them, we check people are being kind.
Q6) Are the children happy? 

Immediate thumbs up showed the girls gut reaction was that everybody was happy and the boys was that the children weren’t happy.  After the immediate first reaction, the boys changed to ‘yes’ and ‘maybe’.  When I asked why, the children said that it was because the teachers buy nice toys for the school and playground, the school councillors and teachers do lots of good activities for the children and the food is nice (they especially liked the strawberry ice cream).

Q7) Are the children safe?
Initially – no because somebody climbed a tree and got stuck by the ankle, people climb the gate and a teacher told them that somebody climbed the gate and a spike went through their throat and into their heart and the air ambulance had to come.  They then decided that as the school had changed the gates since the incident and that there’s lots of teachers out at playtime, the children are now far more safe.  

Q8) Why does the school have rules and what happens if somebody doesn’t keep the school rules?

The rules keep people safe if people don’t keep them they

· Get a warning and have to stop and think

· Lose a crown

· Get sent to a different class

· Get told off by Mrs. Castle

· The teacher speaks to your mum

There was then a bit of discussion about whether you might get suspended but the children decided that they were too young for that and that it would never happen at our school.  When I explained to them that children of any age could be suspended and that it would be up to Mrs. Castle to decide if it needed to happen, they were absolutely horrified and were quite clear that it would never happen. 
Summary

The school councillors were positive about the things that the school does to keep children happy and safe.  They had a good understanding of some of the changes that had happened to ensure the children are safe and of the things that happen in school to ensure that the children are happy. It was interesting that the boys’ initial gut reaction was that school is not safe and the girls’ initial gut reaction was that the school is safe, it may be worth looking at whether this is a pattern throughout the school and if so, thinking about why.  E.g. is it because boys are more likely to engage in rough/unsafe play? Is it that the boys have different levels of emotional understanding to the girls etc?
It was clear that the school is putting a lot in place to keep the children safe and happy and that school is a positive experience for the children. 

	Date and Focus of Next Meeting: 

Autumn Term
Talk to coordinator about next steps for the subject
Look at PD and W in the curriculum and speak to children in school about different aspects of this. 



Please return the completed form to the school within seven days of the meeting.  The school will then forward a copy to the member of staff and the Clerk to the Governors.

