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	Healthy Schools
[image: Image result for healthy schools]As part of our Healthy Schools work we will be making some changes to the start of the school day after half-term. From Tuesday 30th October staff will lead healthy activities from 8:30am. These will take place in the school playground for Beech, Maple, Elm, Elder, Larch and Sycamore classes. The activities for Willow, Rowan and Cedar classes will take place in their outdoor play area. The activities will be led by our teaching assistants and it will be a great way for the children to start their school day. At 8:45am the children will line up and walk into school with the staff. Our pastoral team will also be on the school playground at this time. If you need to give an urgent message to your child’s class teacher the pastoral team will be able to pass them on for you and they are easily identifiable by their purple T-Shirts.
School will start at 8:45am. Any pupils arriving after this time will be classed as late and should enter school through the main reception.
Training Day

This term we have introduced a new phonics programme to help our children learn their sounds so that they can blend them together for reading and select and write the correct sounds when writing. The children have enjoyed the lessons so far and are quickly picking up the sounds. To ensure phonics lessons are of the highest quality SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED FOR A STAFF TRAINING DAY ON MONDAY 29TH OCTOBER. 
Open Afternoon
We will be holding open mornings/afternoons on the following dates -

Morning Nursery children – Monday 19th November from 9:00am-11:30am

Afternoon Nursery children – Monday 19th November from 12:30pm-3:00pm

All other classes – Wednesday 21st November from 1:30pm to 5:00pm

Please come along to have a look at all the fantastic work completed so far. Arrangements are as follows – 

School will be open to all parents/carers from 1:30pm-5:00pm and no appointment is needed

Nursery pupils will watch a DVD in the large nursery room and the rest of the classes in the school hall. You can collect them on your arrival so that you can look at their learning journal/work together in their classroom. 
Staff will be available throughout the afternoon to answer any questions or concerns you may have about your child. They will also be able to provide an update on your child’s progress. After visiting the classroom you will be able to take your child(ren) home with you if you choose to.      	      


	Class Dojo
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All research shows that when school and parents/carers work together pupils are more successful, not just in their academic learning, but socially as well. In order to further improve communication and cooperation between home and school we are introducing Class Dojo. 
Class Dojo is accessed via the internet or through a downloadable app on smartphones and will allow staff to share photos and information about –

· your child
· their school work and behaviour
· class projects/events 
· whole school events 

As parents/carers you are able to respond by commenting on the photos and we hope that the introduction of the system will strengthen communication between home and school. We politely ask for positive comments/messages only. Any concerns or complaints can be raised by seeing a member of staff or making an appointment with Mrs Castle. 
Information shared to your child’s account can only be seen by you but class/school stories can be accessed by other parents within the school. It cannot, however, be accessed by the general public, only by those with a sign up code. Invitations to sign up will be sent early next week. Nursery will be set up after half term. Children’s photos will only be shared if parents have signed up to the app. 
Building Work –Update 

Thank you for your continued patience while the building work has taken place. We know this has been disruptive and inconvenient. We are promised that this will be completed by the end of next week  This means that Rowan and Cedar class will be in their new classroom from Tuesday 30th October. We are very excited to share it with you all and once the children are settled in we will hold an open day so that you can come in and see it in operation. 
Harvest 
After half-term we will be collecting dried and tinned food items, all of which will be donated to Harbour Place. On Friday 2nd November each class will make soup as part of our Harvest work. At 2:30pm you are all invited into class to come and taste the soup and see the children perform their Harvest song. We hope you can make it.
Calendar
19th October                - Y2 WOW day. 
19th October                 - Finish for half-term at 3:10pm 
29th October                 - Training Day SCHOOL CLOSED
30th October                - Pupils Return to School. 8:45am start with outdoor activities from 8:30am
30th October                 - Dinostar visit for Year One pupils
13th -19th November   - Anti-Bullying Week 
29th November              - Flu Immunisations 
7th December               - Christmas Lunch for pupils
21st December             - Finish for Christmas 
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