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	Curriculum
This term we have introduced two teaching programmes to support the children with their learning in school. The children have responded to these programmes extremely well and are enjoying the lessons we are teaching. 

Read Write Inc. Phonics
Read Write Inc. Phonics teaches children to read accurately and fluently with good understanding. It also teaches them to form each letter correctly, spell accurately, and write their ideas step-by-step. Each Read, Write Inc. Phonics lesson lasts between 20 minutes and one hour and involves a range of lively activities to help the children learn to read and write effectively. 

This programme is introduced at the end of Nursery and follows through into FS2, Y1 and some Y2 lessons. The children move into different groups for their phonic sessions and this helps us to match the teaching to each child’s needs. It also means that the children are taught in smaller groups which helps to ensure each child is given the support they need.

We have been very lucky in securing funding from the Department of Education to help us introduce the programme and we have been assigned a Read, Write Inc. expert - Beck King to support us in this process. Staff have already received initial training with further training and development days booked in throughout the next two years. In the coming weeks we will invite you into school to work with your child and see Read, Write Inc. in action. 

Power Maths
Power Maths is a whole class approach and is currently available for pupils in Year One and Two. Carefully planned lessons are taught every day for just over an hour and combines a range of interactive teaching tools on the class whiteboards with pupils’ activities in their workbooks. This is supported by the use of practical resources to aid the children’s understanding. This academic year we are also working with the Yorkshire and Humber Maths Hub to further develop Maths within school.
	
Year Two
This term we have been fortunate enough to organise staffing and pupils to ensure that all Y2 children are taught in smaller teaching groups of around 20 pupils. The groupings mean that your child may be taught by someone other than their class teacher for English and Maths and children will be familiar with these staff from Y2 wow days and joint events.  Research shows that reducing class size is highly beneficial for pupils and we feel this will effectively support pupil progress. 
FS2 Unit
The FS2 unit is finally finished and the children have enjoyed exploring it today! We are so pleased with the results and would like to invite FS2 parents into school to see it in action on the following dates – 

Monday 12th November 2pm – Rowan Class
Wednesday 14th November 2pm – Cedar Class
Thursday 15th November 2pm – Willow Class



	Class Dojo
We sent out invitations for Class Dojo before half-term and lots of you have now signed up for it. If you have not yet signed up and would like to see photos and posts about class and school events, please ask your child’s class teacher for another invitation.  
Class Dojo is accessed via the internet or through a downloadable app on smartphones and will allow staff to share photos and information about –

· your child
· their school work and behaviour
· class projects/events 
· whole school events. 

As parents/carers you are able to respond by commenting on the photos and we hope that the introduction of the system will strengthen communication between home and school. We politely ask for positive comments/messages only. Any concerns or complaints can be raised by seeing a member of staff or making an appointment with Mrs Castle. 
Harvest 
We are now collecting dried and tinned food items, all of which will be donated to Harbour Place. On Friday 2nd November each class will make soup as part of our Harvest work. At 2:30pm you are all invited into class to come and taste the soup and see the children perform their Harvest song. We hope you can make it.
Start of School Day
As reported in our October newsletter, we have introduced some changes to the start of the school day. Staff now lead healthy activities from 8:30am. These will take place in the following areas- 
Beech, Maple, Elm, Elder, Larch and Sycamore classes - school playground
Willow, Rowan and Cedar FS2 outdoor play area.
The sessions are led by our teaching assistants and provide a great way for the children to start their school day. At 8:45am the children will line up and walk into school with the staff. Your child can be left with staff from 8:30am or you are welcome to stay with your child in the playground until they line up. 
Our pastoral team will also be on the school playground at this time. If you need to give an urgent message to your child’s class teacher the pastoral team will be able to pass it on for you; they are easily identifiable by their purple T-Shirts. 
Due to the wet weather we had a few teething problems this morning. Apologies for any inconvenience this may have caused. In the event of wet weather, children should please enter school via the side door near Elder and Larch class. 
School will start at 8:45am. Any pupils arriving after this time will be classed as late and should enter school through the main reception.
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Open Afternoon
We will be holding open mornings/afternoons on the following dates -

Morning Nursery children – Monday 19th November from 9:00am-11:30am

Afternoon Nursery children – Monday 19th November from 12:30pm-3:00pm

All other classes – Wednesday 21st November from 1:30pm to 5:00pm

Please come along to have a look at all the fantastic work completed so far. Arrangements are as follows – 

School will be open to all parents/carers from 1:30pm-5:00pm and no appointment is needed

Nursery pupils will watch a DVD in the large nursery room and the rest of the classes in the school hall. You can collect them on your arrival so that you can look at their learning journal/work together in their classroom. 

Staff will be available throughout the afternoon to answer any questions or concerns you may have about your child. They will also be able to provide an update on your child’s progress. After visiting the classroom, you will be able to take your child(ren) home with you if you choose to.     

  Christmas 

Christmas is my favourite time of year and we are excited to be planning our Christmas Concerts.  

Some dates for your diaries - 

Nursery – Tuesday 11th December in the Nursery Unit. 
10:45am morning performance    2:15pm afternoon performance

Y1 Carol Concert – Monday 17th December, 9:15am in the school hall

Y2 Carol Concert – Monday 17th December, 2:30pm in the school hall.

Cedar Class Nativity – Tuesday 18th December, 9:30am in the school hall

Willow Class Nativity – Wednesday 19th December 9:30am in the school hall

Rowan Class Nativity – Thursday 20th December 9:30am in the school hall

We hope you can join us for one or more of these concerts. Tickets 20p each. Details to follow.
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Calendar
[bookmark: _GoBack]8th November                  - Individual Pupil Photographs
12th November 2pm       – Invitation to parents of children in Rowan Class to see new FS2 unit
14th November 2pm       – Invitation to parents of children in Cedar Class to see new FS2 unit 
15th November 2pm       – Invitation to parents of children in Willow Class to see new FS2 unit
16th November                - Children in Need
13th -19th November     - Anti-Bullying Week 
29th November                - Flu Immunisations 
7th December                 - Christmas Lunch for pupils
11th December               - 10:45am – Morning performance for Nursery Christmas Concert 
11th December               - 2:15pm – Afternoon performance for Nursery Christmas Concert 
                                          Both nursery performances will take place in the Nursery unit
17th December               -9:15am Y1 Carol Concert in the school hall
17th December               -2:30pm Y2 Carol Concert in the school hall
18th- 20th December       - Christmas parties. Details to follow from Class teachers
18th December               - 9:30am, Cedar Class Nativity in the school hall
19th December               - 9:30am, Willow Class Nativity in the school hall
20th December               - 9:30am, Rowan Class Nativity in the school hall
21st December               - 9am, Attendance Certificate Assembly – Nursery and FS2
21st December               - 1:15pm, Attendance Certificate Assembly – Year One and Year Two
21st December               - 2:15pm Close for Christmas
7th January                     - School closed. Teacher training day
8th January                     - Children back to school for Spring term.
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