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	Goodbye and Good Luck
This week we say goodbye to Mrs Digance who is leaving us for adventures new! She has been planning the trip of a lifetime with her husband for quite some time now and will be jetting off on her travels just after Christmas.
Mrs Digance has worked at Queen Mary Avenue Infant and Nursery School for over 19 years! On behalf of staff and pupils past and present, I would like to thank her for her dedication to the school during this time. She will be sorely missed but we wish her every happiness as she sets off to see the world!
Christmas Events
Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas Fair last week. It was lovely to see so many of you attending and we raised over £675 in total!
Thank you also for your attendance at the Christmas concerts. We were very proud of the children as I am sure you were too. They were all shining stars. 

Attendance
In order to keep you fully informed of attendance, letters will be sent out this week. Please look at these carefully to find out whether your child meets the national average of 96%. On Friday, we will also award attendance certificates to children who meet or surpass this figure and texts will be sent out to invite their families to the certificate assembly. 
This term, we have been working really hard to improve attendance across the school. Although we have seen a slight increase in attendance compared to this time last year, we still fall short of the national target of 96%. 
We will continue to make attendance a priority as research shows that poor school attendance is strongly linked to lower academic achievement. It also affects social development and children’s friendships.
Please help your child to be an ‘attendance hero’ next term by getting them…

                                                             Here
Every day
                                                             Ready
                                                             On time.

Each week, we will continue to celebrate the children who are attendance heroes by giving out special stickers and entering them into a prize draw to win a £10 voucher.
Staffing Updates

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs Neilson will be starting in the nursery in January, taking over from Mrs Digance. Mrs Neilson is an experienced teacher and we are delighted that she is joining our team. We look forward to working with her in the new year. 

Calendar

7th January                     - School closed. Teacher training day
8th January                     - Children back to school for Spring term.


Wishing you all a very…
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