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	SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  -  JANUARY 2019



	Rainbow Tots
We are very excited to announce that we will be starting up a parent and toddler group on Thursday 28th February at 9:00am. This will take place every week in the school hall from 9:00-11:00am and will be run by school staff. There is no cost to attend and it is open to babies, toddlers and their grown-up(s). Nursery age children are also very welcome to come along with a grown up if they are not in Nursery on that morning. We hope to see some of you there. 
 
Class Dojo 
We now have 195 parents signed up to Class Dojo. These parents have been able to see photos and information about events and learning activities in school and we would love more of you to sign up so that we can further strengthen communication between home and school. Please ask your child’s class teacher for an invitation/login if you would like to use the app. 

We politely ask for positive comments/messages only. Any concerns or complaints can be raised by seeing a member of staff or making an appointment with Mrs Castle. Please do not report pupil absence on Class Dojo as staff do not always see the messages in time. Please ring the school by 9am to let us know if your child will not be in school. 
Uniform 
We have noticed a number of children not wearing school uniform recently. We realise that occasionally things happen to prevent the children wearing the correct clothing for a short space of time. However, we do have spare clothes in school so please ask to borrow any items of clothing if this is the case.  If you have any old school clothes that are no longer needed, we would love you to send these into school so that we can build up plenty of spares for children to borrow/use. 
After half-term, children who are not wearing uniform will be asked to change into one of our spare school jumpers while they are in school. 

Calendar

14th February                 - Stay and play sessions in Nursery 10:30-11:30am for morning children and   
                                          2:00-3:00pm for afternoon and all day pupils. 
15th February                 - Finish for half-term at the normal time.
25th February                 - Pupils return to school. 
28th February                 - Rainbow Tots parent and toddler group starts, 9:00-11:00 in the school hall. 
5th March                       - Read, Write Inc parent session for Willow, Cedar and Rowan class 2:15 pm – see details               
                                          overleaf
7th March                       - Read, Write Inc parent session for Beech, Maple and Elm class 2:15pm– see details               
                                          overleaf
5th April                          - Finish for Easter, 2:15pm


	
Curriculum
This term we have introduced a teaching programme in Year One and Two to further support the children with their learning. ‘Cornerstones’ provides an engaging curriculum with lots of exciting activities for the children to complete. The pupils have enjoyed their first topic this half-term and we are looking forward to teaching the rest of the chosen projects –


	
	Spring One 
	Spring Two
	Summer One
	Summer Two 

	Year One 
	Moon Zoom
	Rio De Vida
	Superheroes
	Paws. Claws and Whiskers

	Year Two
	Tunnels, Turrets and Towers
	Land Ahoy
	Muck, Mess and Mixtures
	Beachcombers



Each topic will start with a memorable experience to capture the children’s interest and staff will send out more details about this and the planned activities each half-term. We will also invite you to a showcase at the end of each unit of learning. 

Our first showcases will be as follows, please come along and see all of the fantastic work the children have completed


Year One – Wednesday 13th February, 2:15pm        

Year Two – Thursday 14th February, 2:15pm


Children in foundation stage have enjoyed parent sharing sessions this week so there will be no showcases for this year group. Thank you to everyone who attended, the children loved having you in school!


Nursery will host two ‘Snow Much Fun’ stay and play sessions on Thursday 14th February, 10:30-11:30 for morning children and 2:00-3:00 for afternoon/all day children. Please come along and join your child for the full hour. We have lots of exciting activities planned for you to complete together. 

Read, Write Inc. 
We have been using Read Write Inc. Phonics since September in Foundation Stage, Year One and with some Year Two children. This has had great impact on the teaching and learning of phonics, reading and writing and the children are becoming more confident all of the time. We have been tracking their progress carefully and we are delighted at how far they have come since the start of the school year. 


We have noticed that very few children are using Bug Club so we have decided to stop using this programme. We have recently introduced some new home school readers linked to the Read, Write Inc. programme and we are hoping to buy some more once funds allow. These are carefully matched to what the children have learnt and practised in school and you should find that the children are more confident with these books than with those they have brought home previously. We will still use our existing books in Year Two once the children have mastered all of the basics in reading.  
So that you can find out more about the programme we are holding parent information sessions on the 5th and 7th March (see calendar for further details). You will be able to see your child take part in a speed sounds lesson and you are then invited to join us for tea, coffee and cake in the school hall where the class teacher and Miss Evans (reading leader) will tell you more about the programme. We will also have Read, Write Inc goodie bags to take away!



image1.png





